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Our First Birthday! 


On this, our first anniversary, we pause to survey the first twelve months of this unique experiment of furnishing a 
special information service to the Christian layman. The idea is not new. There are several private news letters being 
published but they are either very expensive or are straight propaganda. The well-known Kiplinger Washington Letter 
is $18 a year, the Whiley-Eaton Foreign Letter is $30 a year, the others range from $15 to $100 a year. That is why many 
friends said we couldn’t possibly provide the necessary listening posts for inside, authoritative material and maintain the 
many expensive routines such reporting requires, for such a low subscription price. But the things we counted upon 
have been more than fulfilled. We knew that a Christian information service featuring unbiased information and in- 
side trends on labor, racial and international problems was greatly needed by the laymen of our churches. We believed 
that a sufficiently large circulation at low subscription rates could rapidly be built up and in this our faith has been 
abundantly justified. We also knew many authoritative journalists and key men in positions of responsibility who, we 
felt, would cooperate in making the material accessible to us. In this our hopes also have been happily vindicated. Thus 
we have crossed the first most critical hurdle and look forward eagerly and prayerfully to the prospect of the years ahead. 

One element in this information service of which many are speaking, is the prophetic nature of many of our reports. 
This first twelve months has seen a veritable parade of events and developments that we foretold weeks and often months 
in advance. There is no mysticism or witchcraft about this. Our formula is open for your observation. We gather ma-- 
terial from dependable sources—often unpublished or suppressed information—build it into a structure of fact and see 





which way the shadow falls and report to you! 

If you have enjoyed this service as much as we have enjoyed serving you, then the year has been a happy one indeed. 
Those of you who began with the first issue perhaps should be reminded that our first releases in January were com- 
plimentary and charter member subscriptions will not be due until the February ist issue. 
your subscription as convenient between now and that date so you will be sure not to miss a single issue. 


We suggest that you renew 








Think This Over 


Reports from Norway tell of the reli- 
gious revival sweeping through that na- 
tion in the wake of Nazi persecution of 
the churches. The world now knows that 
even the churches of Germany have not 
become weaker but actually stronger 
through the years of oppression. We all 
watch Russia with expectancy, for there 
have been a multitude of signs that a 
great spiritual awakening is stirring un- 
der the surface. 

Only in England and America are 
Christian leaders discouraged with the 
lack of any signal indications of a turn- 
ing to God. In England church attend- 
ance has dropped to the lowest ebb in 
national history. Church leaders are dis- 
tressed and puzzled that church attend- 
ance could ever become so pitifully slack 
and in many areas in America, the same 
discouraging complaints are heard. 

Will it mean that in defeat those we 
struggle against will find the path to re- 
generation and a national redemption 
while we, strutting in a material and 
military victory, will not learn that God 
has turned his back until we find our 
house has fallen—rotted from within? 
It has happened before in history. 


Canada Curtails Liquor 


The news was quite generally suppres- 
sed in America that Canada has officially 


curtailed alcoholic beverages. Also all 
liquor advertising has been ordered stop- 
ped for the duration— a bit of news that 
has scared liquor publicity men in Amer- 
ica out of their wits. Beer is cut 10% 
and whiskey and hard drinks 30%. These 
changes in Canadian law were announ- 
ced in a temperance broadcast by Prime 
Minister MacKenzie King. 


Second New Deal 


A great crisis in our democratic history is gathering undergound in Washington. 
The Roosevelt technique, effective, and in many respects, beneficial as it has been, 
has about played out. Either some miracle of strategy will have soon to appear 
or we will witness as violent a breakup of power with its inevitable losses to the 
nation, as was represented in the collapse of the Wilsonian era after the last war. 

President Roosevelt has worked on a formula of pushing reforms on the upper 
crust and passing the benefits on to organized labor and the working people, from 
whence would come his continued ballot power but he did this by using only men 
of his own personal acquaintance, men who were also of the academic-reformer 
type. These men, who have been running the country, as sincere and as able as 
they have been, have had blind spots. They didn’t know the South and they didn’t 
know the working class beyond in theory. They had fine theories on racial rela- 
tions but they didn’t know enough about the process of spiritual evolution the 
South would have to go through to correct our desperate race problem. They 
forgot the great words “The Kingdom is within you” and tried with banners here 
and banners there to bring these changes to pass quickly by pressure of war’s 
necessities. They ignored the law, that to avoid destruction, such changes must 
come through men’s hearts. 

The administration has stumbled badly on the race issue and the South is rapid- 
ly moving toward the biggest revolt since the Civil War. 

Labor is now all-powerful. A jungle cub that was cute to have at the table 
to catch crumbs ten years ago, is now a tiger. Mr. Roosevelt doesn’t want to kill 
big business and the profit system for he knows that it is still America’s greatest 
strength—our industrial power; but postwar planning is staring him in the face 
and big business says, “After the war we are going back to the old system.” The 
National Manufacturers Association, the voice of big business in America, recently 
raised the roof with cheers when their spokesman shouted, “We are not fighting 
this war for a people’s revolution. We are not fighting to give a quart of milk 
to every Hottentot!” 

Mr. Roosevelt has taken these tips and has announced plans for a great public 
works program (the old PWA resurrected) after the war for the unemployed. 
But twenty million organized workers in America will not, and are not, going back 
to raking leaves and building roads where nobody lives. They will demand jobs 
in the factories they work in now, only, after the war, making things their families 
need and can use. 

Now that is the dilemma that is going to wreck the present set-up or there will 
have to be a second New Deal that will make the first New Deal look very mild 
indeed. 

This vast national revolution is now on. But it is basically spiritual, hence the 
millions who are spiritually blind do not even see it. How immeasurable is the 
responsibility of those who see! 


Richardson of Hawaii 


One of the most important behind-the-scenes stories that continues to persist in 
Washington is the story concerning Admiral James O. Richardson who, you may 
remember, was the Navy chief before Pearl Harbor. It is admitted in official 


(Continued on next page) 
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Communists into Democrats 


Recently a great rally was held in New York where Vice Presi- 
dent Wallace and a dozen of other national big-shots spent 
forty-eight hours telling America over the radio that we must 
no longer make remarks about the totalitarianism of Russia and 
must banish from our memories all the brutal history of com- 
munism. From now on, they advised, we must think of com- 
munists as good democrats who are every day in every way 
becoming more and more like us. The point was that to do 
anything less than this was wicked and a cause of disunity. 

A few days before that in Moscow, Stalin, speaking at a com- 
munist party rally, said: “It would be ridiculous to deny the 
difference in ideologies and social systems of the countries com- 
posing the Anglo-Soviet-American coalition. But does this pre- 
clude the possibility and expediency of joint action on the part 
of the members of this coalition against the common enemy who 
holds out the threat of enslavement for them? It certainly does 
not preclude it.” 

Stalin is a realist, with a steel-edged mind, whose thinking 
contrasts with the fuzzy-wuzziness of some of our political minds. 
Can’t we fight with Russians and be grateful for their magni- 
ficent resistance without being what Stalin himself has labeled 
“ridiculous” > 


Backfire 


The National Association of Monufacturers, discussed else- 
where in this issue, has attempted a propaganda program for 
the defense of capitalism-as-it-has-been with clergymen and 
leading industrialists in given areas. The idea originally was to 
give the organized industrialists a chance to tell the parsons 
that free enterprise, fired by the profit motive, is the best friend 
of religion and the church. Conferences have been carefully set 
up with a chairman and spokesman for the N. A. M. particularly 
well-chosen to carry the day for profits and rugged individualism. 
However, it seems the whole idea has hit some bad snags. The 
preachers have had too high a batting average in getting the 
drop on the industrialists in pointing out the evils of uncontrol- 
led, dehumanized business methods and ruthless individualism 
that has too often stood for rugged individualism. The ministers 
insist that capitalism must be Christian. The religious leaders 
have also demanded that labor representatives should be in- 
cluded in the conference. It is understood that the N. A. M. is 
thinking seriously of abandoning the idea. 


Prisoners of Japan 


Information has reached America from neutral sources that 
Japan is adhering to international agreements on treatment of 
captives. Tokyo is letting the Y. M. C. A. aid war prisoner: 
Books, athletic equipment and musical instruments have been 
acquired by the “Y” and are being distributed in the seven prison 
camps within the Empire. This will be welcome news to thou- 
sands of families in America who have had no other way of 
judging the Japanese method of treatment of prisoners than 
through the atrocity stories of the battlefield. 
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Valtin’s Arrest 


Many have been asking why Jan Valtin, author of the best 
seller Out of the Night, recently termed a dangerous and a moral 
enemy alien, has been arrested and interned. Here is the inside 
story: Valtin is genuine. He is not a faker. He has been of 
great help to our FBI and War Intelligence Departments in 
giving them the benefit of his knowledge of European espionage. 
Valtin, through his book did much to reveal the brutal working 
of the GPU and the Comintern of Russia, as well as the brutali- 
ties of the Nazis. Our political leaders are following at present 
a line of conciliation with the communist government in Moscow 
and apparently it was pressure from that angle that brought 
about Valtin’s arrest. As readers of Vaitin know, he is a marked 
man in Moscow, several attempts against his life having been 
made by the Soviet secret police since he has resided in America. 

There is a touch of sad irony about it all for Valtin had been 
delivering anti-Nazi lectures to help the sale of war bonds, in 
one place not long ago, netting $300,000 for the United States 
Treasury Department. In addition to that, Valtin has personally 
been buying war bonds up to 20% of his income. This was no 
attempt to make a flashy gesture—it was sincere and genuine. 
He thought he had found safe haven in America. 


Freedom of Press 


British reporters in Washington who include in their dis- 
patches to their newspapers the editorial comments of the 
American press are having their materials severely cut by the 
censors. All news which “emphasizes disunity” in America is 
ruthlessly blue pencilled. Newspaper men, both British and 
America, consider this a violation of the principle of a free press. 

A Washington reporter, commenting on the situation said: 
“And responsibility rests directly on the doorstep of 1600 Pennsyl- 
vania Avenue, residence of the President and Mrs. Roosevelt 
and Mr. and Mrs. Harry Hopkins.” 

Lawrence Smith, a distinguished Christian member of Con- 
gress adds: “This gagging of the newspaper men smacks of a 
dictatorship foreign to our way of life. Let nobody be fooled 
about who is actually running this war.” 

Mr. Smith also reports that one of the best stories on the cen- 
sorship fiasco is about Major James Roosevelt, son of the Presi- 
dent. Two months ago it was learned that the Major was at 
the White House after participating in the Battle of Midway. 
It was common knowledge that he had arrived in California 
where his mother had visited with him, but the Washington trip 
was not generally known. One reporter wanted to print the 
story, but the censor said “Nix”. And the reason? “Well”, said 
Mr. Censor, “that would be to talk of movement of troops.” 

“What a reason!” comments Congressman Smith. “Are we 
as dumb as all that? Incidentally, the purpose of the California 
visit was to enter into a $100,000 contract with the manufacturers 
of a soft drink. Post-war reconstruction in all its glory. Wish 
I could land a job like that for my boy when he gets back from 
Australia,” said Mr. Smith wistfully, “but he’s only a Private 
First-Class.” 








